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CC Connections

If you sometimes have trouble getting 
into the Christmas spirit, it could be 
because you haven’t entered into the 
spirit of Advent first.

During such a busy time as December 
tends to be, attention to Advent forces us 
to slow down, to schedule things other 
than frantic parties, shopping and 
planning. We’ve got some ideas for you.

   First, spend some quiet time with 
the Lord during a night of prayer, 
Scripture readings, reflection, 
examination of conscience, adoration 
and reconciliation.      This evening will 
be available at Corpus Christi on 
Tuesday, Dec. 7, and Wednesday, Dec. 
22, 6:30-7:30pm. Or, attend at Holy 
Name of Mary in Maplewood, Thursday 

Dec. 2 and 
Tuesday, 
Dec. 14, 
6:30-7:30pm.
   Advent is 
also a time to 
deepen your 
prayer life, to 
learn to 
spend quiet 
time with 
God. To help 
with that, 
Mother Mary 
Catherine of 

the Missionaries of the Word, will be 
here Thursday, Dec. 16, to speak about 
Lectio Divina (holy reading) and to lead 
us in an experience of it. Lectio Divina 
is a traditional monastic practice of 
scriptural reading, meditation and prayer 
intended to promote communion with 
God and to increase the knowledge of 

God's word. It does not treat Scripture as 
texts to be studied, but as the living 
word. The presentation will begin at 
6:30pm in the church.

Following the Advent journey is more 
meaningful when reading the daily Mass 
readings and commentaries on them. 
Two Advent books are available in the 
vestibule of church. This might also be a 
good time to explore the Sunday Mass 
readings with others at the Bible 
discussions at St. Joseph Faith 
Formation Center each Tuesday at 
10am. Adults get to ask questions about 
the readings’ content, search for answers 
and discover what it means to 
individuals as they are challenged to live 
the Scripture’s life transforming 
message.

For some Christmas preparation that 
harkens back to earlier days, tune in to 
Relevant Radio for a daily radio series 
of  “A Christmas Carol.” Visit 
relevantradio.com and click the 
appropriate button to sign up. The series 
began Dec. 1, but can be joined at any 
point. On that same site, you can sign up 
for daily Advent Inspirations to be 
delivered to your inbox.

Advent is also a good time to develop 
the habit of sharing with others. Besides 
the giving tree in church and the 
collection box for new toys, there’s the 
WeShare online giving donor match 
program. To get set up, call 
1-877-316-0260 or go online at 
ccparish.weshareonline.org. Donations 
to the Salvation Army, Clothe and Feed 
My People and other civic drives are 

also especially welcome at this time of 
year.

Finally, even though you may already 

have Christmas decorations up, you can 
have an Advent wreath on your kitchen 
table to light and pray before meals; and 
a Jesse Tree elsewhere in the house, bare 
branches in a vase whose ornaments are 
symbols of the Old Testament 
forerunners to Jesus, like a burning bush 
for Moses, a harp for David, a ladder for 
Jacob. Google “Jesse tree” and you’ll 
find lots of ideas and directions.

Don’t overload yourself or you’ll 
defeat the purpose of Advent. But 
choosing a few things to enrich your 
journey to Christmas will guarantee the 
Christmas spirit will descend and remain 
upon you and your home.

Surefire ways to find Christmas spirit
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Parish Council Notes
Gratitude.  

This time of year, we hear about how grateful we should be for 
the many blessings we have.  We are all so blessed to be part of 

such a wonderful community.  We live in 
one of the most beautiful parts of the 
country.  People flock from all over the 
world to visit Door County, but I fear most 
of us take this for granted.   Most of us 
are blessed to have a roof over our heads, 
food on our table and family to love and 

care for us.  

But how often do you count your blessings?  How often do you 
say thank you to our loving God?  A friend gave me a gift a few 
years ago—a framed picture that said, “what if you woke up today 
with only the things you thanked God for yesterday?”  It was 
thought provoking and it really changed how I looked at things.  

Even if we remember to thank God for the many wonderful things 
he gives us, how many of us can thank Him for the challenges that 
are put in our path?  The flat tire that might have saved us from 
Heaven-knows-what down the road?  An illness that gave a new 
perspective on life?   If we are truly grateful, we can say thank you 
for everything God gives us-the good and the bad.  

I am truly grateful that God placed me right here in this parish.  
Corpus Christi is a wonderful parish, full of many gifts and 
blessings.  May God place a grateful heart in each of us! And as 
Christmas approaches, let us be soul-deep grateful for the gift of 
Jesus.      

May God bless each of you!

--Missy Marchant
Parish Council president

Camaraderie, laughter, prayer and reaching out to others--it all took place for six weeks this fall in an upstairs room of the 
parish center. 

There, the ladies of St. Ann’s Society gathered around quilting “sticks” and tied 
together the fabric layers that became beautiful quilts to keep people warm and let them 
know they haven’t been forgotten.

Before the quilts are tied, several ladies spend time in their homes piecing the tops, 
or preparing whole cloth for tops. Others sort supplies, and, at the parish center, wield the 
needles threaded with yarn that pull everything together.

   Fifty-three quilts were finished, 
and will be sent to the St. John’s 
Homeless Shelter and the Golden 
House Women’s Shelter in Green 
Bay. They hope to meet again in 
the spring for another “sew-in” to 
make more quilts that will be sent 
to the Salvatorian Warehouse for 
developing countries.
   “We thank all the ladies for 
their time, and for the prayers 
said as each quilt was finished,” 
said Elise Denil, coordinator of 
the quilting bees. “We are proud 
to be an active group in our parish 
and invite all women to join us.”
   Questions regarding the quilts 
can be directed to Elise at 
920-743-6425.

Nimble fingers help the needy

The ladies who happened to be at the quilt tying when 
the photo was taken are Terie Johnson, Leslie Cross, 
Mary Tlachac, Cheryl Zettel, Jackie Pierzchalski and 
Elise Denil. They’re fronted by some of the many quilts 
they put together for charity.

Quilt tying in progress. Above, Mary 
Tlachac, Cheryl Zettel and Jackie 
Pierzchalski. Below, Mary Tlachac and 
Leslie Cross. The women came and 
went as their schedules allowed.
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• On Nov. 20-21 we celebrated the feast of 
Christ, the King of the Universe. This year 
Bishop David Ricken entrusted the diocese, our 
parishes, our state and our country to Jesus as 
the rightful King of all, and each of us is invited 
to ask Jesus to reign first of all in our own 
hearts. 

• Edge and Life Teen look a bit different this year, with 
students meeting in small groups, meeting first semester here at 
Corpus Christi and the second semester at St. Joe’s. Unlike last 
year, the meetings are in-person and fully masked. There is no 
Life Teen Mass for now, but four times a year, once in each of 
the parishes, teens will take on the roles of lector, usher, etc. 
Our young Church in action!

  • The pastoral council learned that one of the boilers is 
having “issues” already, and that all will need to be replaced 
next summer.

• We have two new ushers, which helps with scheduling. 
Ushers now do routine checks of the bathrooms and parking 

lots to maintain good security.

  • The prayer and reflection garden was put 
to bed after treating the roses for beetles. The 
memorial plaques will be brought inside and 
redone so they look nice and fresh for 
replacement in the spring. The weather does 
take its toll.

• The parish web site is being updated with current 
information. Heads of organizations should take the initiative in 
getting new material to Judy Laessig.

• The parish continues to give people an 
option when attending Mass. Most of the 
pews are now unroped, but a few toward the 
front on the left side still have ropes blocking 
every other pew. Please be respectful of this 
attempt to give people a choice, so that 
everyone is comfortable attending Mass.

• Another batch of prayer shawls were 
blessed at Mass on Nov. 28. They are available in the parish 

center to give to anyone who 
has need of special prayer 
and would like a tangible 
reminder of the prayers 
others have said for them. 
Prayer shawl meetings are 
sporadic because so many 
people work during the day, 
but anyone who knits or 
crochets, and who is willing 
to pray while doing it for the 

eventual recipient of the shawl, is welcome to join our efforts. 
Contact Monica Sawyn for more information, 920-743-6479.   

A  much-appreciated tradition at Corpus Christi is the scroll 
of the dead on which are written the names of those who died 
the previous year. It hangs near the sanctuary through the 
month of November.

   For Catholics, remembering the dead is 
more than simply calling them to mind 
and focusing on cherished memories. We 
can still do something for them. We can 
pray for them. If they didn’t go straight to 
heaven (as most of us probably don’t), if 
they passed through purgatory, we can 
help make that passage easier and quicker.
   “But how long do we have to pray?” 
someone asked. “How do we know when 
they’re finally in heaven?”
   It doesn’t work that way. In the realm of 
the eternal, time doesn’t run in a straight 
line like it does here on earth. Time is all 

one. To God, our past, present and future all exist at the same 
time. So, we can pray for our parents, grandparents, ancestors 
of long ago, and those prayers are “given” to them when they 
needed them. You can’t pray for them too much or too long.

In purgatory, those who have 
died can no longer pray for 
themselves. That gift is given to 
us only while we still live. But 
they can pray for us. That’s why 
we can pray TO our deceased 
loved ones on All Saints Day, 
and FOR them on All Souls Day.

We can also earn plenary 
indulgences for them, which 
removes anything that keeps 
them from going directly to 
heaven. Google “ways to gain 

plenary indulgences,” or go 
here: https://www.ewtn.com/
catholicism/library/ways-to-
gain-an-indulgence-4857.

Remembering and helping the souls

What’s new?

Fr. Ryan lights candles for 
each person who died during 
the past year.

Lucy and Tom Groth get a photo 
taken by the candle for Lucy’s 
mother, Jane Worobec.

https://www.ewtn.com/catholicism/library/ways-to-gain-an-indulgence-4857
https://www.ewtn.com/catholicism/library/ways-to-gain-an-indulgence-4857
https://www.ewtn.com/catholicism/library/ways-to-gain-an-indulgence-4857
https://www.ewtn.com/catholicism/library/ways-to-gain-an-indulgence-4857
https://www.ewtn.com/catholicism/library/ways-to-gain-an-indulgence-4857
https://www.ewtn.com/catholicism/library/ways-to-gain-an-indulgence-4857
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Advent has begun. Not Christmas, but the preparation for it. 
Christmas begins on Christmas Eve and lasts until the Baptism 
of the Lord which will be Jan. 9 in 2022. Hopefully, your hearts, 
and the decorations in your home, will reflect the richness of 
each of those seasons, as long as those seasons last. Savor each 
one.

Once Christmas is over, it will be “ordinary time,” when we 
begin to count the Sundays before and after Lent. Lent this new 
liturgical year starts March 2, and ordinary time is suspended 

until after Pentecost. 
Then it continues on 
until next year’s 
Advent, when we 
begin again.
In reading those lines, 
hopefully you catch 
the sense of the ebb 
and flow, the daily 
rhythm, of the 
liturgical year. Vigils, 

feasts, seasons, celebrations, all part of the yearly compression 
of our salvation history into 12 months of observance. 
Hopefully, you will learn, more and more, to observe all of it.

Regardless of what is happening in the secular world, each of 
our days act as signposts on our spiritual journeys. There are no 
boring days, no “nothing” seasons, no lack of reasons to be 
joyful, to anticipate, to celebrate.

However, it does require a bit of effort on our parts. Attending 
Mass should keep us aware of where we are on this yearly 
journey. But there’s so much more, and the best place to trace it 
is with the use of the calendars our parish hands out each year. If 
you haven’t paid close attention to it, take it off the wall or out of 
the drawer for a moment and get a closer look.

Each day on the calendar will tell you whether it’s a particular 
saint’s feast, and the rank of that feast; what is the liturgical 
color, which means that’s the vestment color for the Mass that 

day; and which are the holy days of obligation, when we’re 
required to attend Mass. Of course, as an extra, each month 
includes a beautiful photo and usually a Scripture verse we can 
use meditate on each month.

Our new liturgical year has begun. Enjoy the journey!

Connecting
with

the liturgy

Journeying with the calendar as our guide 

With this issue we begin a tour of our stained glass windows. 
We’ll do one a month, which means this will be a 2- or 3-year 
series. 

Many may not know that the 
original windows when the church was 
dedicated in 1963 were pastel-colored 
glass. In 2003, the current windows 
were installed. They came from Ss. 
Cyril and Methodius Church in Eaton, 
and became available when that church 
was merged with another. They not 
only add beauty to our worship space, 
but also tell beautiful stories of our 
faith and the saints who have gone 
before.

We begin with the window near the 
front on the left side of the church. It 
depicts a Dominican tradition that says 
Mary gave the rosary to St. Dominic in 
1208. It was through his preaching, 
and that of succeeding Dominicans, 
that the use of the rosary became 
widespread. 

However, Christians had been praying to Mary, and praying 
on beads for hundreds of years. The first recorded prayer to 
Mary, the “Sub tuum praesidium” (Beneath your compassion) 
dates back to 250 AD. The Christian laity often used knotted 
cords to pray 150 Our Fathers in imitation of the 150 psalms 
prayed by the Catholic monastics in the Liturgy of the Hours. 
Various forms of the rosary have been found as far back as 
1075. The practice of meditation during the praying of the Hail 
Marys is attributed to Dominic of Prussia (1382–1460), a 
Carthusian monk, who called it "Life of Jesus Rosary.”

In 1569, the papal bull “Consueverunt Romani Pontifices” by 
the Dominican Pope Pius V officially established the devotion 
to the rosary in the Catholic Church. Saint Peter Canisius, a 
Doctor of the Church, who is credited with adding to the Hail 
Mary the sentence "Holy Mary, Mother of God, pray for us 
sinners,” was an ardent advocate of the rosary and promoted it 
(and its Marian devotion in general) as the best way to repair 
the damage done to the Church by the Protestant Revolt.

Mary herself, in several of her approved apparitions, has 
requested that we pray the rosary to bring good to the world, our 
country, and ourselves.

Did you know...?
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Ask Fr. Ryan
Q: Recently, an atheist dealing with health issues told me they didn't want me to pray for them. Am I bound to honor 
their wishes, or may I pray anyway?

A: I would say you should keep praying for that person.  While we do want to respect the wishes of others regarding 
their faith (or lack thereof), just as we want them to be respectful of ours, praying for someone is grounded in your 
relationship with God, not theirs.  Someone asking you not to pray for them, in essence, is trying to restrict your 
personal prayer life and how you communicate with God.  Now, if you have run into this or a similar situation, 
obviously, be tactful in how you handle it.  Maybe say something like, "I pray we all are guided by Truth."  because 
there are layers of meaning in a statement like that.  So, to sum up, yes, keep praying for that person, but be 
respectful and walk gently around the subject when you're with them.

(If you have a question for Fr. Ryan, email him at fr.ryankrueger@yahoo.com.  Or mail your question to 25 N. Elgin, Sturgeon Bay, WI 
54235.)

CC CameraConnections

Fr. Tony celebrates Mass at his 61st ordination 
anniversary party, with Dcn. Mark and Fr. Ryan. Game-day munchies and a quilted wall 

hanging were presented to Fr. Tony 
during Mass.

Fr. Tony bows his head for a blessing 
from the parish.

Left, Fr. Tony enters the social 
hall to a round of applause; 
above right, he poses with his 
family and his cake; right, he 
enjoys the honor of pulling the 
winning tickets for the cash 
raffle.

Above, adoration of the Blessed 
Sacrament continues on the first 
Thursday of each month, 7 am to 4 pm. 
Times will be expanded if people show 
an interest. Below, Fr. Tony joins Carol 
Allen and other parishioners in saying 
the rosary in the reflection garden. With 
the arrival of cold weather, they now 
gather in the vestibule of church, 10 am 
every Tuesday, praying for personal, 
local and worldwide intentions. All are 
welcome! 

mailto:fr.ryankrueger@yahoo.com
mailto:fr.ryankrueger@yahoo.com
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